SOVIET UNDERSTANDING
object, but also, as in a new dimension, of alternative
deliberate changes in the technical programme, all of
which are conceived as falling within measurable
periods of time. In other words, in the past, strife was
confined to problems of "what to do about it," "it"
being considered as a tolerably constant form of
economic apparatus, capable of producing only a
given quantity of wealth. The class struggle was a
struggle over a special amount of bread and butter
and no more. Time perspectives were based upon a
fairly constant economic and geographical scene. In
the modem world, however, the problem is not
merely "what to do about it," but what shall the "it"
be. We have the technical power and knowledge to
change, not merely the state of our ethical pre-
dilections, but the wealth basis of our very lives.
This distinction is of profound significance when
we are considering the time perspectives of the
modern capitalist world and of the Soviet Union.
Marxism is the only political perspective that is also, in
this special sense, also economic. Ethics and values,
for the Soviet thinkers, are not absolute. Neither, on
the other hand, is their spiritual force eliminated by a
passive and nihilistic "relativity" feeling. Values are
contingent upon changing economic technique, a
technique whose changes themselves are actively
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